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Introduction.
Crime is cited as an important prominent problem in contemporary societies. Crimes committed carry alongside them costs that vary from indirect to direct costs. Crime restricts the freedom of people when it comes to participation in community activities and events. In addition to that, crime generates fear among people in the community more than what they get from unemployment, poverty, and cost of living. Crime prevention is put in place to work on reducing and deter criminals and crimes. It is applied to efforts made by the governments in reducing crimes, maintaining criminal justice, and enforcing the law. Some of the ways used in crime prevention include rule-setting and target hardening among other practices. The importance of preventing crimes is in reducing the costs associated with the justice system, social and economic costs. Crime prevention is a wide topic with procedures, benefits, and solid applications to people in societies.
Crime prevention terminologies.
Some terms are used about crime prevention. Among the terms used is community safety which refers to the likely absence of harm in the society from all sources. It provides a viewpoint on harms caused in the community by focusing attention on the development of the program that is set to manage risks and maximize society safety. Crime prevention is another term that refers to activities by individuals or groups, private or public in trying to eliminate crimes before their occurrence (Tonry & Farrington, 2016). There exists a distinction between primary crime prevention that is universal and secondary crime prevention that targets those at risk and lastly tertiary crime prevention directed to known offenders. There is crime control that refers to a scenario when crimes are already committed and the management of the criminal activities is required so at to reduce the effects caused by the crime. Lastly, there is crime reduction that deals with the diminishing number of criminal events and the consequences. It is applied when there is resource input and the action brings about benefits.
Categories of crime prevention.
There are different ways used in categorizing crime prevention efforts. One approach adopts the use public health approach that distinguishes between the primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention mechanisms. The second approach which was proposed by Toney and Farrington brings a distinction between law enforcement, situational prevention developmental community.
1. Public health model.
The prevention focuses aims at preventing ill-health. Positive outcomes of health are associated with the crime prevention implementation of strategies that encourage healthy lifestyles. The model does not wait for illness and then later commits to treating the illness. According to (Tilley & Sidebottom, 2017) It is a prevention strategy that involves investing in funds early to save costs in the future whenever the need arises. Associated with this model is primary crime prevention that identifies physical and environmental conditions which precipitate criminal minds. The objective of primary prevention is to alter the conditions so that the crimes cannot occur. Secondary prevention involves the identification of offenders and then intervene in their lives in a way that they don’t commit criminal violations. Lastly, tertiary crime deals with actual offenders, and intervention in their lives stops them from committing further offenses.


2. Tonry and Farington’s typology.
Their model distinguishes crime prevention in different ways. The first one is developmental prevention which works in seeking to address causes of criminality. It entails reducing individual and community risk factors and in return increase protective factors. That helps in preventing crime later in life. An example of developmental crime prevention is parenting programs. School enrichment initiatives like preschool regimes, sills training, and improvements help transition arrangements. 
Community crime prevention.
Community and social crime prevention target the strengthening of neighborhoods to eliminate and prevent crimes. Communities, where people know each and have strong bonds, are less likely to experience crimes. Enhancing relationships between people is beneficial in protecting people from crimes. Examples of the prevention measures employed in the community and societies include building initiatives, provision of services in form of welfare, and increasing community support groups. All those are useful in crime prevention as they enhance the sense of community thereby contributing to crime prevention.
Situational crime prevention.
Situational crime prevention is another one employed in reducing crimes. It works by focusing on stopping opportunities for crimes and as a result, it stops crimes from happening. Situational prevention additionally increases the risks of detection thus reducing the rewards for offending and instead increases the difficulty of offending thereby preventing crimes. Examples of mechanisms put in place to stop such forms of crimes include the installation of alarms and locks (von Hirsch et al., 2017). An increase in the surveillance of buildings and lightings makes buildings harder to enter, hide near, or damage.
Criminal justice crime prevention.
According to this topology is another crime prevention mechanism that bases itself on criminal enforcement and law enforcement. Such a prevention system is highly associated with police, court, prisons, and criminal justice systems. It is one of the most understood forms of crime prevention. Examples of the prevention schemes related to law enforcement are problem-oriented policing which prevents recurring problems from taking place as they require detailed policy analysis of the inter-agency and crime problems responses. Policing is an important prevention strategy as it encourages the public to act as partners.
Developmental crime prevention.
Developmental crime prevention is an approach that works by seeking to address the early causes of crimes. There is then a follow-up in reducing and minimizing individual and community risk factors that can easily lead to the committing of crimes. It in turn increases the factors that protect the community and prevent the possible occurrence of crimes later in life. The models outlined however suggest a more rigid demarcation than it exists on the ground. Some models overlap and even have similarities such as the developmental and community crime prevention strategies (Homel, 2017). A focus on one of them leaves the view that different approaches operate in isolation which is not the case. Most of the crime prevention schemes are carried out simultaneously. An example of such collaborative working is when the security system put in measures to prevent car theft and at the same time, the community works to ensure that youths join schools and institutions to eliminate idleness which mostly gives birth to crimes. Believing in a singular concept of crime prevention is also dangerous as a result of the wide range of crimes committed in day-to-day life. There are regular crimes such as burglary, robbery, vandalism, or robbery that provide challenges to existing crime prevention kinds of literature. There are other crimes such as cybercrime, drug production, terrorism money laundering that call for the explaining of powers that define their preventions and the typologies they are categorized.
Crime problem-solving approaches.
The criminal system uses a combination of approaches in dealing with crimes. There are however incidences in history where trial and error were applied into effectiveness in the prevention of crimes. The methods used in these approaches are at first deterrence. Retribution is one method and it’s the oldest justification of punishments and it's found in different theories (Borrion et al., 2020). It puts into consideration that an individual committed a crime that justifies punishment that is proportional to the offense committed. Another approach is restraint which involves the unlawful stopping of someone intentionally and knowingly without their consent from committing crimes. Rehabilitation is the last approach that helps inmates’ change and grows thereby allowing them to separate from environmental conditions that could make them commit a crime once again.
Crime prevention plan.
A proper plan must be put into place to ensure that crime prevention is carried out effectively. Most of the time, governments and councils address crimes by coming up with a plan with which they follow. They capitalize on using and utilizing existing services and staff. The crime prevention plan comprises of the following things. The first one is a crime profile in which the offense committed is indicated. Associated information about the crime profile includes who committed the crime and the location of the scene. It is then followed by a summary of the strategy designed to reduce the targeted crimes. Following such a plan ensures that the execution of crime prevention becomes a success.
Conclusion.
Crime prevention encompasses a broad range of initiatives in different sectors. The initiatives include childhood education, architectural design, and urban planning. Other crime prevention measures are research and evaluation together with public policy development. The paper began with a definition of the term crime prevention together with different terms used and applied in the prevention work. It is then followed by different topologies used in crime prevention and their benefits are in the provision of quality childhood education. The roles of the police and criminal justice system are evaluated in enhancing crime prevention. Examples of crime problems in the world are listed together with the appropriate problem-solving approaches which include problem-oriented policing. There is a module that identifies prevention of crimes to have importance as in safeguarding of the lives of human beings. There is another improvement in the overall life course. Social cohesion is enhanced whenever there is the absence of crimes and lastly there is the preservation of resources and properties.
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